
of nerves are distributed, lost their tonicity and 'became relaxed, there-
by permitting the symmetrical muscles of the other side to draw the
centre of the face across the median line. The condition of the tern-

'

poral and masseter muscles was not observed, but the entire anœsthesia
of the left side of the face, renders it probable that as the lesion was
within the cranium and farther back than the origin of the 5th pair, the
muscles to which the anterior root of the 5th is distributed, partook of
the loss of function.

Breathing became more and more difficult, and the lungs were clogged
with mucus. The countenance was turgid and discolored by the im-
perfectly arterialized blood. During the last days there was excessive
vascular action, and death resulted finally from the combined effects of
coma and asthenia.

-

The involuntary muscles which appertain to the function of organic
life, and never acknowledge the direction of the will, are not necessarily
dependent upon any influence derived from the nervous centres ; and
though they might continue to act if a due supply of arterial blood were

kept up, even in the absence of a brain, still experiment has shown that
the readiest way to affect the heart and other involuntary muscles
through the nervous system, is to act upon a large portion of that sys-
tem at once. The marked affection of the involuntary muscles in this
case seems to imply that the cerebral lesion was extensive and severe.
The intensity of the other symptoms likewise indicates the probability
of a considerable cranial hemorrhage and laceration of the structure of
the brain.

Treatment secundum aftem was adopted, under the direction of expe-
rienced advisers. " Nil prosunt artes ; erat immedicabile vulnus."

Paracentesis capitis has lately been proposed as an ultimum rcmedium
in apoplexy. Autopsies have revealed, that there is almost always a

communication formed between the original cavity and the ventricles,
or with the surface of the brain. When the effused blood lies beneath
the membranes, the trephine may give it issue ; or even if the clot is in
or near the corpora striata or optic thalami, where it not infrequently is
found, removal of a portion of the cranial parietes may abate the près-
sure from within and afford a chance for restoration. E. S.

Attleborough, May 24th, 1853.

THE BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL.

BOSTON, JUNE 1, 1853.

Massachusetts Medical Society Anniversary.—On Wednesday last there
was a grand gathering of the members of the Society, in the forenoon at
the Lowell Institute Hall, and in the afternoon at Faneuil Hall. At the
meeting in the forenoon, the subject of homoeopathy was referred to the
Council, to report next year. It may be considered, therefore, as consign-
ed to the tomb of the Capulets. Dr. Jackson's discourse on Morbid Ana-
tomy, was a good one, and was listened to with much attention. The
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dinner at Faneuil Halhpassed off with much satisfaction. The Chairman
exhibited a happy tact at drawing out speakers, and some excellent senti-
ments were offered. A general expression of satisfaction was observed in
regard to the speech of the Rev. Dr. Blagdcn. Dr. Hayward, who the
day before was re-elected President, made some able and appropriate ob-
servations, which will soon appear in the Journal. On Thursday there
was an adjourned session. But little business was transacted, however,
besides voting the publication of a catalogue of the fellows, to accompany
the transactions of the Society, soon to appear. In 1854, the anniversary
meeting is to be held at Fitchburg—an enterprising, beautiful town, about
forty miles from Boston, and which probably is to be the next city char-
tered in Massachusetts.

Association of Medical Superintendents of Hospitals and other Estab-
lishments for the Insane.—This Society held its annual meeting in Balti-
more, on Tuesday, the 10th ult., and continued its sessions through the
three succeeding days. It was a large meeting. There were twenty
members present, having the care of nineteen Lunatic. Hospitals, and one
in similar private practice, in eleven different States. They were—Dr.
Luther V. Bell (President), Soraerville; Dr. Clement A. Walker, Boston;
and Dr. Edward Jarvis, Dorchester, Massachusetts. Dr. John W. Tyler,
Concord, N. H. Dr. Isaac Ray, Providence, R. I. Dr. N. D. Benedict,
Utica; Dr. D. T. Brown, Bloomingdule ; and Dr. Francis Bullocb, Flush-
ing, New York. Dr. Horace A. Buttolph, Trenton, N. J. Dr. Stewart,
and Dr. Thomas S. Kirkbride, of Philadelphia; Dr. Joshua WTortbing-
ton, Frankford; and Dr. John Curwen, Harrisbttrgh, Pa. Dr. John Fon-
erden, and Dr. William Stokes, Baltimore, Md. Dr. Charles Nichols,
Washington, D. C. Dr. Francis Stribling, Staunton, Va. Dr. Elijah
Kendrick, Columbus, Ohio. Dr. Richard J. Patterson, Indianapolis, lu.
Dr. Turner R. H. Smith, Fulton, Mo.

This is truly a working Association. Their meetings have been held
for several years in various parts of the country, and always well attended.
The members prepare dissertations upon subjects previously designated by
the president, or selected by themselves. These are read at the meetings,
and followed by full and free discussions upon their several subjects in all
their bearings.

At the last meeting, Dr. Kirkbride read a paper on the employment and
duties of night watchers, and the best management of hospitals, for their
security, during the hours of sleeping. Dr. K. read another paper upon
the appointment of trustees, superintendents, and all other officers and as-
sistants in hospitals, and their mutual relations and several duties. This
article has a general as well as a special interest, and should, and probably
will, be so published, that the world may see it. Its great object was to
so arrange the government in all its branches, from the highest to the
lowest, that each should perform its duty for the best good of the patients,and each should discharge its responsibility without conflicting with oth-
ers. Dr. Bell read a very able article upon the position, duties and responsi-
bilities of medical witnesses, in regard to cases of lunacy, real or supposed,
which are brought before the courts of law. Dr. Stokes read a paper
upon the propriety of establishing boards of experts in lunacy, who should
examine into, and testify concerning, doubtful cases, subject to the adjudi-
cation of courts. A paper was presented from Dr. John M. Gait, of
Williamsburgh (Virginia), Eastern Asylum, on the social relation of the
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patients in hospitals in regard to their friends and the world. ,Dr. Ray
read a dissertation describing some anomalous forms of mental disease.
Dr. Jarvis read a paper on the effect of excessive and perverse or wrong
uses of the brain in producing insanity. He showed the connection of the
mind with its physical organ in health and in disease, and then the analogy
of the effects of over action, wrong action, or the misapplication of the
powers of the brain upon the mind, with the effect of excessive or per-
verted use of the stomach upon digestion. In holh, the functions are dis-
turbed or impaired; and in the one case dyspepsia, and in the other in-
sanity or imbecility, is the result.

Several other papers were read, all of great value and interest to those
who are especially engaged in the care of the insane, and all were dis-
cussed will» careful attention to their merits and their bearings. Most of
these will probably be printed in the Journal of Insanity.

While the Association was at Baltimore, they received much hospitality
from the citizens of the town who are engaged in the management of the
Lunatic Hospitals. They visited and minutely examined the Maryland
Hospital, the St. Vincent's Asylum, and the site for the new hospital
which is to be built about five miles out of the city. They also went lo
Washington, and visited the site selected for the new national hospitalfor the army and navy and the District of Columbia.—After a very labo-
rious and agreeable session of four days, and a happy visit at the South,
they adjourned on Friday, to meet next year at Washington. It is to be
hoped, that, at the next meeting, more of our Southern brethren will be
present.

Besides the nineteen physicians present at the last meeting, there are
others who are engaged in the same pursuits, and who are considered as
members of the association ; viz., Dr. John M. Gait, of the Eastern Asy-
lum, Williamsburgh, Va. ; Dr. James Parker, Columbia, S. C. ; Dr. Tho-
mas F. Green, Milledgeville. Geo. ; Dr. Preston Pond, Jackson, La. ; Dr.
Bnyd M'Nairy, Nashville, Tenn. ; Dr. John R. Allen, Lexington, Ky. ;
Dr. Jatnes Higgins, Jacksonville, III. ; Dr. M. H. Ranney, New York,
N. Y. ; Dr. John S. Butler, Hartford, Ct. ; Dr. George Chandler, Worces-
ter, Mass. ; Dr. Wm. H. Rockwell, Brattleboro', Vt. ; Dr. Henry M. Har-
low, Augusta, Me. All of these have charge of public hospitals. Dr.
Edward Mead, of Cincinnati, 0. ; Dr. Nehetniah Cutter, of Pepperell,
Mass.; Dr. H. T. Buel, Flushing, N. Y. ; have the care of private asy-lums. Drs. Fremont and Mauran have the charge of Beaufort Asylum,
near Quebec, Canada ; and Dr. Douglas of the Provincial Asylum, St.
John, N. B. All of these establishments, except that of Louisiana, have
been represented at some of the meetings of the Association, which maybe said thus to include all those engaged in the care of the insane in the
United States.

American Medical Association.—Our thanks are due to the Editor of
the New Yrok Medical Times for a full report of the proceedings of the
Association at the late meeting in New York. It makes a pamphlet of
18 pages, and appears to have been prepared wilh much care. We shall
copy from it a list of the chairmen of the various Special Committees, as
soon as we can find space. We also notice a full report in the New Jer-
sey Medical Reporter, comprising about twenty pages of the last number
of that monthly journal.
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Anatomical Depot.—Not unfrequently the inquiry is made, where skele-
tons and anatomical preparations can be purchased. Dr. Codmun.in Tre-
mont Row, Boston, has commenced importing disarticulated crania«
skeletons, and some of almost everything a medical student or minute de-
monstrator might require. This will be a great convenience to the pro-
fession generally. In addition to these articles, instruments without num-

ber, of the most approved patterns, from celebrated manufacturers, are on
sale, and will prove a convenience to medical strangers. Dr. Codman was
educated a physician, and therefore understands precisely the proper
shape and quality of surgical cutlery, dental apparatus, &c.

Action of Medicines.—A diversity of opinion exists in regard to the
manner in which the system is acted upon by medicines introduced into
the stomach. Nothing short of positive demonstration, therefore, is enti-
tled to much consideration. There seems to be no end to theoretical sug-
gestions on this point, but something certain is wanted, and when d fact
has been positively established, it should be made known as a guide in
future efforts at medication. The London Medical Society awarded the
Fothergillian prize, in 1852, to Frederick William Headland, B.A., for an
able work on this subject, which bears the title of " The Action of Medi-
cines in the System." It has been re-printed in this country, and is fresh
from the press of Messrs. Lindsay & Blakiston, Philadelphia, com-

prising 56 pages octavo, is well printed, and reasonable in price. The
chapters in the book relate to the more important classifications of medi-
cines ; the general modes of their action ; and some of the more import-
ant medicines in particular. A succession of propositions are ably discuss-
ed, illustrated by reference to various sources of information of the highestscientific worth.

Medical Miscellany.—Dr. Marshall Hall, in his tour westward, spent a
week in Cincinnati. The Western Lancet thinks he is inclined to make
the United States his future home.—Drs. Warren of Boston, and Molt of
New York, have been elected members of the French Academy of Medi-
cine.—Dr. Win. B. Rogers-has resigned the chair of Natural Philosophy,and Dr. Lawrence Smith that of Materia Mdica and Chemistry, in the
University of Virginia.—M. Dubois bas been appointed accoucheur to the
Empress of the French.

To Corkksvoniiknts.—Papers on tlic Treatment of Hemorrhage after Extraction of a
Tooth, and on tho Treatment of Scarlet anil Typhoid I'evcrs, have been received.

Makiued,—At Quebec, Dr. Win. A. Sassamille lo Miss Kate lloxcr.

Died,—At Brooklyn,N. Y., Charles D. Rossitcr, M.D., 27—In Albany, N. Y , Lewis C. Heck.
M.D.—Al Dubuque, Iowa, Dr. George W. Richards—At l.empstcr, N. H., Dr. Truman Abell,
74 -, for many years author of the Ne w England Farmer's Almanac, and the writer of various
articles in former volumes of this Journal.
-

Deaths in Boston for the week endino- Saturday noon, May 28th, 73. Males, 38—females, 41.Accidental, 1—apoplexy, 1—disease of the bowels, 1—inflammation of the brain, 2—consumption,17—croup,2—dysentery, 2—dropsy, I—dropsy in head, 4—infantile, 4—puerperal, 1—erysipelas,1—fever, 3—typhus fever. 1—typhoid fever, 3—scarlet fever, 4—gravel, 1—hooping cough, 2—
disease of heart, 3—intemperance, 1—laryngitis, I—infliimmalion of the lungs, 7—marasmus, 3
—measles, 3—old age. 3—palsy, 1—pleurisy, 2—scrofula, 2—teething, 2—thrush, 1.

Under 5 years, 34—between 5 and 20 years, 8—between 20 and 40 vears, 20—between 40 and
60 years, 7—over GO years, 10. Horn in'the Uniled Stales, 53 —Ireland, 19—England, 2—British
Provinces, 5. The above includes 12 deaths in the city institutions.
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The Memory of the Deceased Physicians.—At the annual meeting of the
Massachusetts Medical Society, held in this city May 25, 1853, the fol-
lowing Resolutions, presented by Dr. John Ware, of Boston, were unani-
mously adopted.Whereas, It has happened, as one of the results of the late appalling
calamity, which has cast a gloom over the whole community, and plunged
many families into the deepest affliction, that several members of our pro-
fession, some of them our own honored associates, and some, of distin-
guished character from our sister states, have perished by a sudden and
dreadful death, whilst others.have barely escaped the same untimely fate,
we, the Fellows of the Massachusetts Medical Society, assembled in an-
nual meeting, in order to give expression to the sentiments which this oc-
casion has excited, do unanimously resolve—

That, while, in common with all our fellow citizens, we have been deeply af-
fected by this recent dispensation of Divine Providence, our attention is at this
time especially called to the loss which this Society and the profession of medi-
cine have sustained in the death of men not only eminent as physicians, but per-
sonally honored and beloved in the communities, to which they belonged.
That we cannot but feel that this event has-cast a shade of sadness and solem-

nity over this usually cheerful and happy anniversary. -

That to those communities, which have been thus deprived of the medical
advisers on whose skill and humanity they have been accustomed to rely in times
of suffering and danger, we tender the expression of our profound regret.
That we offer to the families and friends of our deceased associates the assur-

ance of our heartfelt sympathy in their affliction, and of the high respect in
which we hold the character, and shall cherish the memory, of those who have
been thus suddenly taken from them.

George Hayward, President.
Charles E. Ware, Rec. Sec'ry.

On motion of Dr. W. J. Dale, it was voted that these Resolutions be
entered on the records of the Society, that a copy of them be transmitted
to the families of the deceased, and that they be published in the Boston
Medical and Surgical Journal.

Recuperative Powers of the Burmese.—Dr. Palmer, of the East India
Company's service, recently arrived in Boston from Calcutta. He was

surgeon in the Burmese war still raging, and was at the taking of the
great city of Prome by the British, last autumn. Dr. P. stated a curious
fact, the other day, illustrative of the recuperative powers of those people.
Like the Chinese, they seem to recover from wounds that would be fatal
to almost any other race of men. A married woman with one child, being
upon her hands and knees while crawling under the awning of a boat, was
shot with a ball which entered her body about an inch from the right side
of the anus. In about half an hour after, the ball was discovered on the
right side of the navel, imbedded in the loose structure, and after some

difficulty was extracted. In its course it had penetrated both the bladder
and uterus. A bloody discharge, mixed with urine, flowed freely from the
wound for three or four days, when it ceased altogether. Little or no in-
flammation ensued, no antiphlogistic measures were adopted, and although
the unfortunate patient suffered violent pains the two first days, Dr. Palmer
kept her quiet with chloroform, and in three weeks she was restored to

perfect health.
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